Sample Letter


United Methodist Women

WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

September __, 2008

Dear

I am a member of United Methodist Women in the Western North Carolina Conference, an organization of 33,485 members.  In the past year, we have contributed through monetary gifts, school supplies, and volunteer time more than $1,071,646.38 to the public schools in North Carolina.  As you can see, we are committed to helping our schools be the best they can be. 

I am aware that the No Child Left Behind law is up for reauthorization.  I am advocating significant changes in the law and have outlined those below:

· Reliance on one annual standardized test to determine whether children and schools are making adequate yearly progress needs to be changed to the utilization of multiple measures of achievement including teacher made tests, portfolios, and other indicators such as graduation rates and grade promotion.  

· Tracking each student’s learning over time with a growth model should replace the current system that recognizes progress only when average group scores reach benchmark targets.  End labeling of children and bringing stigmas to schools.
· The federal government should substantially underwrite the costs of fully funding No Child Left Behind as well as fully authorizing Title I.  School districts with diminishing tax bases and demands to serve populations segregated by race and extreme poverty cannot be expected to compete favorably with school districts in affluent areas.

· Utilize the research showing the rate of progress that is actually achievable for children and discard the unrealistic expectation that “all children will be proficient (meaning at grade level) by 2014.”  I advocate setting ambitious, yet reachable, goals.
· Take steps to develop programs that will improve the capacity of every school to serve children by reducing class size and improving school climates in our poorest schools.  Sanctions that redirect funds into privatized and unregulated tutoring services should be replaced with professional development that is determined by needs the teachers themselves identify.
I ask that you give serious consideration to my proposed changes to the No Child Left Behind law and use your influence to address the law’s injustices. 

Sincerely,

