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| From the office of the President

Greetings to Gastonia District United Methodist
Women.

The trees are budding and many things have hap-
pened in the District. Our Prayer Breakfast was well
attended. The ladies at Kings Mountain Central
United Methodist Church did a great job as hostess for
us this year

Now we will be getting ready for
Mission Study on April 26th at Bradley
Memorial Church in Gastonia. Be sure
to send your reservations in early. Our
leader will be Dr. William and Mrs.
Nancy Berry  Encourage everyone
from each unit to attend.

We will be celebrating 140 years at
our Annual Meeting in August. Look-
ing forward to this.

Hope that you will attend Spiritual
Growth at Lake Junaluska in June more
information in this newsletter. See you
there.

Love in Christ,
Martha Houser
President.

| From the office of Chair of Nominations

Many exciting programs and events are being of-
fered to the women in the Gastonia District. We are
fortunate to have had, and continue to have good lead-
ership in our District. Each year there is a need for
women to join this leadership team, and to become a
part of the plans offered to every Methodist UMW in
our District. | am encouraging all UMW members to
prayerfully consider serving as a member on the Dis-
trict Team. The “Talent Bank” form is available in
this newsletter, and | encourage each President in the
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local church to reproduce this form, prayerfully look
at your membership, encourage women in your church
to fill out a copy of the form, and send it to me as soon
as possible. I hope that your members will be attend-
ing the District Mission Study on Sunday, April 26th,
from 2:00-6:00 p.m., at Bradley United Methodist in
Gastonia. Talent Bank forms will be available at this
meeting.

Remember that the Twelve Disciples were chosen
to serve, not because of who They
were, but by what They could become
through their association with Jesus.
Can we do any less? Your willingness
to serve is needed in our district, and |
hope that you will consider serving.

Betty Jacobsen

Chair of Nominations
551 River View Drive
Lowell, NC 28098
704-478-0086
bettyjcbsn@yahoo.com

4 /rn“.?'f/‘{'.' e {}ff(}{(’;{.'f"
with whatever. giff
EACH {n’/"y(?f(
has received,

7 Peter 4:00

From the office of MC Spiritual Growth

Ladies, thank you so much for your support of our
Prayer Breakfast/Memorial Service. We had a great
crowd and our hostesses from Central UMC in Kings
Mountain made us feel very welcome. It was a lovely
tribute to the ladies who had passed on during 2008.
Our guest speaker, Sandy Hieronymus, was wonderful
and the message she shared was like a rally call to
serve—which, of course, complements our theme
beautifully.

Mark your calendars! There are two more wonder-
ful events upcoming that are designed to lift us spiritu-
ally and fill us with God’s nurture and guidance. |




hope you will make plans to be in attendance at both.
Registration forms are in the newsletter and online.

The Spiritual Enrichment Weekend sessions are
Friday-Saturday, June 19-20, and Saturday-Sunday,
June 20-21 at Lake Junaluska. There is such a feeling
of fellowship and renewal during these days that you
will come with an open heart and go away refreshed
and restored to be even stronger going about God’s
work in our communities.

School of Christian Missions is July 16-19. These
study sessions are intense because there is a lot to be
shared. It is packed into a few days, but it is wonder-
ful! Again, while you learn so much about a specific
topic area—I promise you will learn even more about
how wonderful it is to be in fellowship with UMW
from all across our WNC conference. Learning and
working together gives us strength!

Take care. God Bless you all as we enjoy this time
of spring, the renewal of the life cycle, and the prom-
ise of God’s love that is with us always—to the ends
of the earth.

Becky Garner
MC Spiritual Growth

|From the office of MC Education & Inter. |

Greetings UMW friends.

Summer is around the corner and hope you are en-
joying God’s creation he has provided for us. The
District team continues to plan our Mission happen-
ings for the rest of the year.

I know you are ready for the Mission Study, April
26, 2009. Remember this is a criteria you can count.
If you attended the Prayer Breakfast that is another
one to count.

Don’t forget to use our beautiful Mission cards, use
the prayer calendar, our program books, Response
Magazine, and etc. These are criteria you can count to
be a Mission Today Unit. One area we want to in-
crease is our World Thank Offering.

Laura McDonald will be looking for your Mission
Study forms in the mail.

“We are called to live continually as servants.”

UMW friend,
Louise Scronce
MC Education and Interpretation

From the office of MC Membership, Nur-

I am quoting from the Handbook for Local and

District Units of the United Methodist Women.

The Committee on Membership, Nurture and Out
reach works year round to encourage all members of
the unit to invite others to join. This includes women
from the church, friends and women from the wider
community. The committee does not bear sole re-
sponsibility for seeking new members, rather it ener-
gizes members’ collective efforts to recruit new mem-
bers into the organization of United Methodist
Women. Encourage all members of your unit to share
their experiences and care for one another, and create
ways for the unit to nurture it’s members. Encourage
and promote inclusive participation wherever possible
in your unit, District and Conference.

In addition members are strongly urged to avail
themselves of the opportunity to attend the Conference
School of Christian Mission, and District and Confer-
ence Annual Meetings and retreats.

| was recently asked about units for young girls.
Usually youth units consist of girls from 12 to 18
years of age. Although, if there is a church which has
younger girls interested in joining a unit there is no
rule that prohibits it. These groups should have an
adult sponsor. Meetings should consist of Reading the
Purpose, Prayer Calendar, and a program that can be
related to the purpose.

There are a few pamphlets and books for youth
members on pages 2, 3 & 4 of the Mission Resource
Catalog, that can be ordered. The youth groups in the
conference that exist now do different local mission
and also support other projects. All programs and ac-
tivities should be related to the Purpose in some way.

If you need help in any way please contact me and

I will try to assist you.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY: “All the money in the world can-
not make you happy so there has
to be a balance. Heidi Klum

Don’t forget to work on your MISSION TODAY

ITEMS.

Carolyn Mosteller
MC Membership, Nurture, and Outreach

| From the office of the Treasurer

We can once again celebrate the giving of United
Methodist Women in the Western North Carolina
Conference. We learned that we were once again first
in giving in the nation. We were first in the following
categories: Special Mission Recognition, Gift to Mis-
sion, Gift in Memory, World Thank Offering, Total
Undesignated Mission Giving and Total Giving. We




met our pledge for 2008 even though our giving was
down over 2007. Isn’t it wonderful to know that we
are helping women, children and youth all around the
world. If you want to know where our money goes, all
you have to do is read Response magazine.

Included in this newsletter is a brochure with infor-
mation about the 2009 Love Offering. It is a gift to
mission honoring “Sisters with a PURPOSE-
Celebrating 140 Years Together in Mission”. If you
can’t attend the Conference Annual Meeting, please
mail your Conference Love Offering to : Sharon
Smith, UMW Conference Treasurer, PO Box 905,
Marion, NC 28752. Make checks payable to: Treas-
urer, WNCC UMW.

Remember to send your pledge amount into me, if
you have not done so yet. Making and meeting your
pledge is the number one priority in becoming a Mis-
sion Today unit. Thanks for continuing to tell the
story of United Methodist Women in mission. You
make mission possible.

Mary Ann Detter

District Treasurer

2075 Modern Estates Road
Lincolnton, NC 28092
704-732-1578
mdetterO5@charter.net

From the office of MC Social Action

(

For one hundred and forty years Methodist Women,
now United Methodist Women, have been responding
to issues and concerns facing women, children, and
youth. Our mission efforts have encompassed the
world. With praise and thanksgiving to our God we
can celebrate the journey begun by our foremothers.
The challenges remain huge but with the same deter-
mination and resilience lets continue to do all we can
for the good of all the persons we can.

Our focus on Public Education continues during
2009. If each U.M.W. unit will take one action much
will be accomplished. To get started you can contact
the Director of School/Community Relations person to
see where the need is. Invite this person to a meeting.

Social Action persons call is to lead their unit in the
reshaping of lives and societies. God lead you and
bless your endeavor.

Carolyn Huskins
408 East Church St.
Stanley, NC 28164

|From the office of Vice President

Greetings to all!

Isn’t it terrific to live in North Carolina where we
have seasons! It’s just so exciting to have all four sea-
sons in March and April. | loved seeing so many of
you at the District Prayer Breakfast. Our speaker,
Conference Vice President Sandy Hieronymus, was
wonderful as usual, and the UMW at Central UMC-
Kings Mountain were fantastic hostesses.

We also appreciate the Bradley Memorial UMW for
their great hospitality and facilities at Bradley Memo-
rial in Gastonia. The District Mission Study led by Dr.
William Berry and his wife Nancy promises to be as
engaging and interesting as it was at the School of
Christian Mission last summer.

| hope everyone is planning to meet at Lake
Junaluska for the Spiritual Growth Retreat in June and
at Greensboro College for the School of Christian Mis-
sion in July. Attendance at these conference events by
members of your unit are two more Mission Today
criteria. Vice presidents and program committees will
find much valuable information about these events and
special UMW observances on the conference website,
WWW.WNCCUMW.O0rg.

The next district event will be the District Annual
Meeting, which will be held on Thursday, August 20,
at First UMC, Gastonia, with registration beginning at
6:00 pm. The evening meal, business session, and
funny business will precede the worship service in the
Christian Life Center. Our speaker will be our WNCC
UMW President, Amy Johnson. We’re looking for-
ward to having her speak in the Gastonia District.

We hope to have great attendance for the rest of our
district and conference events in 2009. Keep posted on
calendars, information, and photographs by visiting
www.gastoniadistrictumw.blogspot.com. See you
there!

In Christ’s love,

Libby Mize

4797 Asbury Church Road
Lincolnton, NC 28092
704-735-6433 (home)
704-740-6939 (cell)
libby324@charter.net
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE

INFORMATION ON PROSPECTIVE DISTRICT LEADERSHIP
(To be completed by prospective district leader)

Type or Print (attach additional sheets as necessary)

Date:

Name:

Address:

Telephone: Home: Work Email:

Local Church Dhstrict

Age: 20's 30°s 40°s 30°s 60°s 10°s 80°s+

Languages Spoken: Racial'Ethme Group:

Employed: Yes No Full Time Part Time

Professional skills and expenence

Expenience In Umted Methodist Women (or m any of the predecessor groups)
LOCAL:

DISTRICT:

CONFERENCE:

Additional experience on the local, district, conference or general church level (other than United
Methodist Women) or m the comnmmity.




Special talents or skills:

Areas of special mterest and concems:

Which office(s) on the Distnct UMW Team would you most like to
hold given the opportumnity to serve?

President Membership, Nurture & Outreach

Vice-President Social Action

Secretary Spmitual Growth

Treasurer Program Resources

Char of Nommations Commmummcations

Education & Interpretation

Why are you interested m this position and what qualifications do you feel you have for your office(s)
of choice?

Are you able to be away from home or employment for:

Full day Weekend Extended time
Tes or No Tes or No Tes or No

I am sorry but I am unable to accept an office thus year. Please keep my name on file and
contact me in {year)

Please give any other mformation you may feel 1s pertinent.

Please return to: (Chairperson of your District Nominating Committe)

(Contact your district president if you peed the name & address of your Committee on Mominations Chaitpersomn. )



Mission Giving makes all mission
possible. Mission Giving describes
a concept that is the foundation of
the mission work of United Meth-
odist Women. Money given through
Mission Giving can be allocated to
programs and projects where needs
are the greatest and allows the flexi-
bility to meet unanticipated needs.

Our 2009 Western North
Carolina Conference
LOVE OFFERING will be a
Gift to Mission Giving honoring:

Sisters with a
PURPOSE - Celebrating
140 Years Together in
Mission

You may bring your Love
Offering or your Local Unit’s
Offering to Annual Meeting at

Lake Junaluska, or send it

directly to:

Sharon Smith
Conference Treasurer
P.O. Box 903
Marion, NC 28752

Please make checks
payable to :
Treasurer, WNCC UMW

Think
MISSION GIVING

It Makes Mission Possible

Mission Giving is the foundation for mission
work through UMW and the Women’s Divi-
sion. Your contribution enables a full and
consistent response to human need, especially
the needs of women, children and youth. It
affirms the wholeness of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ and a commitment to its proclamation
in word and deed. Mission Giving strengthens
basic programs and projects. It also makes
possible emergency response and exploration
of new and evolving areas of mission.

There are five Channels of
undesignated Mission Giving:

Pledge to Mission
Special Mission Recognition
Gift to Mission
Gift in Memory
World Thank Offering

-
=
Mission Giving
New Name, Same Great Opportunity
Watch for the above symbol in Response
Magazine to read about places and pro-

grams where your Mission Giving is
making a difference.

United Methodist
Women
Western North Carolina
Conference

2009
LOVE OFFERING

A Gift to Mission Giving
Honoring
“Sisters with
a PURPOSE -
Celebrating
140 Years
Together
Mission”

United Methodist

140 §

years in

MISSION o

1869 - 2009

Annual Meeting
Lake Junaluska, NC
September 11, 12 & 13, 2009




2009 UMW Conference Love Offering . .. A Gift to Mission Giving Honoring

“Sisters with a PURPOSE -
Celebrating 140 Years Together in Mission”

YOUR Mission Giving dollars travel all around the world to make the world a better place for women, children and youth.

March 23, 2009 will be the 140th Anni-
versary (1869 to 2009) of the beginning
of the organization that we now know
as United Methodist Women!

On March 23, 1869, in Boston, eight
women gathered at Tremont Street Meth-
odist Episcopal Church to form the
Woman's Foreign Missionary Society of
the Methodist Episcopal Church. Isa-
bella Thoburn and Clara Swain left for
India in November of 1869 as the Soci-
ety’s first missionaries. From 1869 to
1893, our foremothers organized eight
foreign and home missionary socie-
ties...the first was the Woman's Foreign
Missionary Society of the Methodist
Episcopal Church and the last was the
Woman's Home Missionary Society of
the Methodist Protestant Church.

Through various denominational unions
and mergers, the organization that be-
came known as United Methodist
Women experienced changes in names
and structure. However, the purpose has
remained the same.

Like our predecessors, members of United
Methodist Women have made a lifetime com-
mitment to Christ's mission in the world. For
over a century, members have united to pray
together, to raise funds for mission, and to
improve the lives of women, children, and
youth around the world. Let’s renew our life
in mission with the zeal of our foremothers.
Let us continue the legacy of women organ-
ized for mission as United Methodist Women.

Women’s Ministries

Batis Center for Women, Quezon City, Philippines
Gum Moon Residence, San Francisco, California
Global Health Action, Heilongjiang Province, China
Aid to the Aged, Bethlehem, Palestine/Israel

Youth Ministries
Methodist Mission Boys’” Hostel, Baihar, India
Sistren Theatre Collective, Kingston, Jamaica
Mama Safi Home for Girls, Lubumbashi, Congo
Bethlehem Centers, Charlotte/Winston-Salem, NC

Children’s Ministries
Fairfield Children’s Home, Mutare, Zimbabwe
Epworth Village, York, Nebraska
Bengali Girls’ Day School, west Bengal, India

San Bernardo Camp, Sao Paulo, Brazil

Scripture

“This is what the Lord says—your Re-
deemer, the Holy One of Israel: 'l am
the Lord your God, who teaches you
what is best for you, who directs you in
the way you should go.” - Isaiah 48:17

“Giving is a way for
United Methodist
Women to give expres-
sion to their faith -
Giving is a privilege -
a gift of God’s grace.” -
from UMW in Mission







WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S
SPIRITUAL GROWTH RETREAT

Please note the Conference Center’s switchboard number is 828-452-2881.
Please leave this number with your family in case of emergencies.

Please, DO NOT send money with this form—The total amount due will be requested when you are notified of your facility
assignment. Reservations are not confirmed until deposit is received. Deposits must be received within 21 days of receiving
your facility assignment or reservations are subject to cancellation.

Guests wishing to share a room must send their reservation requests (one reservation form per person, please) in the same
envelope. In order to accommodate the largest numbers of persons on the Assembly grounds, at least two persons will be
assigned to each room. NOTE: Private rooms will be assigned based on availability (please indicate on your form if you wish
to have a private room). Single room rates will apply to private rooms.

If your roommate is unable to attend, you will be charged according to the number of guests staying in your room.

Please complete and return the enclosed reservation request form to our address: POSTMARKED BETWEEN

FEBRUARY 9 AND FEBRUARY 13, 2009. When all properly submitted requests are in, we will make lodging assignments
according to the preferences you list as available. Each year, the list will rotate so that every district will be at or near the top
once every four years. Guests attending the 2009 retreat will have priority according to the rotation list below:

1. Asheville 4. Greenshoro 7. Lexington 10. N. Wilkesbhoro 13. Waynesville
2. Charlotte 5. High Point 8. Marion 11. Salisbury 14. Winston-Salem
3. Gastonia 6. Lake Norman 9. Northeast 12. Statesville 15. Albemarle

If you wish to send in a form postmarked after February 13, 2009, please call our office for availability. No telephone
reservations will be accepted.

Guests attending Retreat #1 must check out before attending the final session on Saturday morning. Rooms will need to
be readied for the second retreat. Guests attending Retreat # 2 should check with the Bethea Welcome Center front
desk upon arrival to see if their room is ready. Check —in for all facilities will be in the Bethea Welcome Center.
Check-in is after 3:00 PM; check out by 11:00 AM.

Costs: All rates include one night’s lodging, dinner on the first day and breakfast and lunch on the second day. Persons not
staying in Conference Center-owned facilities may eat on the grounds by purchasing a meal ticket from the hotel desk or
Bethea Welcome Center front desk. Housing for children 11 years old and under who are staying in the room with parents is
free. Children ages 6-11 receive meals at half-price, children 5 years old and under receive meals free.

In order to cancel a confirmed reservation, a cancellation request must be made 30 days prior to arrival date to receive
a refund (less a processing fee of $15.00 per person). Deposits are on an individual basis; every person attending must
submit their deposit or their room reservation is subject to cancellation.

WNC UMW, P.O. BOX 188, LAKE JUNALUSKA, NC 28745

RATES (includes one night’s lodging and 3 meals)

Terrace or Lambuth Double $84.00 per person Triple $66.00 per person Quad $61.00 per person
Lakeside Double $68.00 per person Triple $60.00 per person Quad $57.00 per person
Heat/AC Apartments Double $67.00 per person Triple $57.00 per person Quad $55.00 per person

***Day of arrival lunch will be $10.00 per person. If you wish to have that meal please mark the line on the registration
form.

PLEASE NOTE:
There will be a registration fee of $10.00 collected from all persons attending the SG retreats and Annual Meeting. Fees
will be collected at Harrell Center at time of registration. PLEASE DO NOT SEND WITH THIS FORM.



RECISTEATION - 20009 Western NC Conference School of Chriztian Mizsion OFFICE USE ONLY
R esident Stadent [dprivate Room  [linen Remtl  Chusch: ETE ,
[t¥on-Resident Studens [ One Day Ouly Smdent (Day Attending 3 District: Che
[ Teen Women Event - Sararday Only First Timer? [ves [lto At
Name: OFemate [Clate
iMase Far rae lag)

Address; Telephome

Strsat, P O Box City State Tip
Roommate: (Mimst be sent in together!) E-Mail Address:
Ape Level- Ovouh [Chs-29 Oso-39 Oso-49 Oso - 59 Cléo and over
In case of Emerzency, contact MName: Telephone:

Sperial Housing/'Classroom Needs (plagse be specfc):

No regisirations will be recetved before April 23, 2009 —— Deadline for all regisiranions 15 June 22, 2009
Enclose $125.00 for Resident; +515.00 for Private Foom; + S10000 for Limens; $35.00 for Mon-resident (Mo Meals); 31500 for One Day (o eals)
£15.00 for Teen Women Event (lusch i

Make Checks payable to: UMW School of Christian Mission
Mail Check and Regisiranton form to: Deonna Parsonsz, 8838 Shaver Drive, Charlotte, NC 28277-1628

Which Mission Study do you prefer? (Resident & non-resident studenrs) [JSudsn or [lGiving Our Hearts Away
dreyona.. [JConference Officer [Local Officer [MUnivCircle Member [5cholarship MWy [lClerzy
[ District Officar [Cissiomary Oneaconess [lschool Sty Leader

! SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM

- One scholarship to the School of Christian Mission and one Scholarship to the Conference

. Annual Meeting will be given this year. If you will be attending one or both of these events
I for the first time, please apply for the first-time scholarship. To qualify for the scholarship
“you have to be attending for the first-time and you need to attend all of the sessions. Please
!fill out this form and attach a short statement about why you wish to attend.

I Please return this form by May 31.

! Name Church

; Address

 Telephone

! Please check if you would like to apply for either or both of these scholarships:

. School of Christian Mission, July 16-19, 2009
I Conference Annual Meeting, September 11-13, 2009

I . . i
. Mail to: Bonnie Edwards, 472 Abby Park Lane, Lincolnton, NC 28092-4100




Purpose of United

Methodist Women

The organized unit of the United Methodist
Women shall be a community of women
whose PURPOSE is to know God and to

experience freedom as whole persons
through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative,
supportive Fellowship; and to expand concepts
of missions through participation in global

ministries of the Church.




Gastonia District Goals 2009
1. Each district officer will visit 1 or more local units.
2. Increase giving to Gift In Memory by 3 per cent.

3. Increase the number of Mission Today Units for 2009.

GASTONIADISTRICT UMW

2009 CALENDAR
March 7 District Prayer Breakfast Central King Mountain

April 26 District Mission Study Bradley Memorial

June 19-20, 20-21 Spiritual Growth Retreat Lake Junaluska

July 16-19 School of Christian Mission Greensboro College

August 20 District Annual Meeting First UMC Gastonia
September 11-13 Conference Annual Meeting Lake Junaluska

October Conference Officers’ Training TBA

November 21 District Officers’ Training Messiah Lincolnton






