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     “All Things Made New” is a wonderful theme for us as we experience a new location and a new 
schedule for this year’s School of Christian Mission.  That’s right!!  This year’s School will be held at 
Pfeiffer University!!!! We feel very fortunate to be able to take our Conference School back to Pfeiffer.  
Change is never easy but sometimes necessary to grow and learn new things.  We pledge to make the 
transition as smooth as possible.
     I hope all of you are as excited about the School as I am.  Our studies are “The Journey: Forgiveness, 
Restorative Justice, and Reconciliation”, “Haiti:  Challenges & Hope” and the repeat study, “Joy to the 
World: Mission in the Age of Global Christianity”. It amazes me how timely the studies are especially 
when you think that they are decided upon five to six years before. Truly God’s hands are on these 
decisions.
     Some of the other changes coming are that the Geographic and Social Issue studies begin on Thursday 
night.  The Spiritual Growth study begins on Friday morning. One-Day overview students will have 
more study time in one study, unless you attend both days, which is certainly an option.
    Last day to register is June 15, 2011.  Have you made plans to attend?? I sure hope so.   I hope you 
will come and be a part of the 2011 School of Christian Mission.  The dates are July 14-July 17.  Meet 
our Study Leaders further in the issue.  They are all very excited about being a part of this year’s School. 
We hope you will be too!!
     Please continue to pray for us as we finalize the plans for our School. Please pray for our Study 
Leaders as well.  They have a lot of things required of them to become a certified Study Leader. Pray for 
the School that God will lead and guide it so everyone who attends will be blessed. 
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School of Crhistian Mission Program Highlights
Registration:   Thursday 2:00pm—5:00pm
		  Friday & Saturday 8:00am—9:30am
Discovery Room:  Daily Schedules
Resource Room:  Daily Schedules
Opening Session:  Thursday evening 6:30pm-Henry Pfeiffer Chapel
Morning Praise:  Friday, Saturday, Sunday 6:45am
Friday Night Dinner:  A District Get-Together for Dinner
Hands on Mission Project:  Health Kits
 Who Should Attend?  Local officers and members of United Methodist Women/  District and Conference 
UMW Officers/ District Chairpersons of Outreach Ministries/ Ministers/ All men, women, and youth of 
the Church/ anyone who would like to worship God, learn new things, and enjoy the fellowship of 
Christians
Early Registration Deadline is May 31, 2011.  
Late Registration Deadline is June 15, 2011.  All registrations must be postmarked by June 15, 2011.  
(All Students must pre-register.  There will be no on-site registration.)
Theme:  “All Things Made New” As followers of Christ, we hold fast to God’s intention to bring hope 
and wholeness to the world through Jesus Christ. Grace-filled, we long for a world that moves from 
brokenness to wholeness, from suffering to healing, from injustice to justice, from scarcity to abundance, 
from estrangement to reconciliation and from despair to hope.
     As partners in God’s mission, the transformation we seek today is that of taking what is broken and 
restoring it to fullness in the light of the Good News of Jesus Christ. Faith-filled, we believe that out of 
the rubble and ashes of devastation will come new life—a life of hope, a life of abundance, a life of joy 
for the journey. 
     “And God himself will be with them: he will wipe every tear from their eyes.  Death will be no more: 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.”  And the one who 
was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” (Revelation 21:3b-5a, NRSV)
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Hands On Project for School of Christian Mission:  Health Kits (Mission Today criteria #22)
Contents: Place the following NEW items inside a sealed one-gallon plastic bag.
	  1 hand towel (15” x 25” up to 17” x 27”, no kitchen towels)
	  1 washcloth
	  1 comb (large and sturdy, not pocket-sized)
	 1 nail file or fingernail clippers (no emery boards or toenail clippers)
	  1 bath-size bar of soap (3 oz. and up)
	  1 toothbrush (single brushes only in original wrapper, no child-size brushes)
	 6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages

In a separate envelope (not in kit), please include a check payable to UMCOR Sager Brown for at least $2.00 per kit to 
help with the costs of buying one tube of toothpaste, and the costs of processing and shipping the kits around the world. 

Courses of Study  
SPIRITUAL GROWTH:  The Journey: Forgiveness, Restorative Justice, and Reconciliation 
     Written by Stephanie Hixon and Thomas Porter, the Spiritual Growth study book for 2011, The Journey:    

Forgiveness,   Restorative   Justice,  and  Reconciliation  deals  with  the  theme  of   how individuals, families, and 
communities are called to a life-long journey of practicing forgiveness, justice, and reconciliation in our relational 
lives. In a series of Bible studies, the book enables the participants to understand how systems and structures 
violate people’s lives and how these structures can be transformed to be more just and more  conducive  to  human  
and  cosmic  well  being.  The  study  aims to  bring about personal and social  transformation.  The  spiritual  

growth   focus  is  on  coming  out  on the  side  of  grace   and restorative justice in rebuilding personal, familial, and communal 
relationships.

 GEOGRAPHICAL MISSION STUDY:  Haiti:  Challenges & Hopes
     It is nearly impossible to convey the full scope of Haiti’s culture and history in one study, and so Rev. Dr. 
Jacques E. Pierre freely admits that this mission study “does not assume it captures every aspect of Haiti and 
its people’s daily realities, their rich and vivacious culture, nor their long history of struggles.”  What  it  does  
offer  is  an   overview of  the cultures  that shaped Haiti’s past and the ongoing legacy of colonialism, along 
with glimpses into the heart and soul of Haiti’s people through pictures and Creole adages. The mission study also includes 
the impact of the devastating January 12th earthquake in 2010.   While the mission study never  minimizes  the  impact  of  
colonialism  or  the  earthquake,  it  offers   readers hope for Haiti’s future.  

SOCIAL ISSUE STUDY:  Joy  To The World:  Mission  In The Age Of  Global Christianity
      Joy to the World: Mission in the Age of Global Christianity by Dana L. Robert, with study guide by Toby 

Gould, explores the theology of mission and evangelism in the twenty-first century context of   Christianity  as  
a  world-wide religion.  The  study  invites  us  to look  at  why we are involved in mission and how we proclaim 
the Good News in Jesus Christ. What are the biblical mandates for mission? Does Christ call each of us to be his 
evangelist? The study sets the biblical and historical context for the reality that Christianity is now the largest 
world religion and explores the theological foundations for Christian mission, drawing upon the New Testament 

model of Jesus Christ and on Methodist history as sources for United Methodist understandings of mission and evangelism. 

One-Day Overview Studies: The Journey: Forgiveness, Restorative Justice, and Reconciliation and Haiti: Challenges & 
Hope.  Session Times are Friday or Saturday 9:30 - 4:00.
Workshop for Leaders of Children:  Leader is Lynda Hepler and session time begins at 4:15pm on Friday only
Workshop on Domestic Violence:  Leader is Mildred Carter and session time begins at 4:15pm on Friday only
Special Invitation to Teen Women:  Teen Mission Day – Leader is Anna Bottoms           
Teen Mission Day begins on Saturday at 10:00am and ends at 4:00pm
Full Time Classes begin on Thursday at 7:15 pm.  The Spiritual Growth Study begins Friday morning at 9:30am.
Come full-time or come to the one-day overview, you will be glad you came!!!
Watch for additional details on our website:  www.wnccumw.org
Pfeiffer University- 48380 US Hwy 52N-Misenheimer NC  28109
Driving directions to Pfeiffer University can be found on the website along with a FAQ sheet with helpful questions and 
answers.  Everyone who registers gets this information mailed to them before the school along with their confirmation letter. 
(If you own a GPS system key in Richfield NC not Misenheimer NC)
Registration forms can be found on line at www.wnccumw.org or from District Presidents and in district newsletters.
ALL REGISTRATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY JUNE 15, 2011!!!!!!! 
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	 United Methodist Women provides many opportunities for education.  The best opportunity is at the School of 
Christian Mission each summer.  It is four days packed with learning opportunities. For those of you who may not be able to 
come for the entire weekend, make plans to participate in one of the one-day overview sessions on Friday or Saturday.
	 Study leaders spend many months preparing to lead the studies.  There is a lot of reading and studying that takes place 
in the months leading up to the School of Christian Mission.  United Methodist Women seems to always be on the cutting edge 
of any issue.  This year, we are adding a workshop on Domestic Violence at School of Christian Mission.  Domestic Violence 
is a “silent” problem in our churches.  Domestic Violence education is a 2011 Conference Priority.
	 School of Christian Mission encompasses all aspects of our Purpose.  Won’t you come and learn with us?

 
Conference President - Mildred Carter

mildredcarter@earthlink.net

 
Vice-President - Tonya Lanier

tlanier@wcsr.com

	 Walt Disney once said, “If nothing changed, there’d be no butterflies.”  Well, UMW is gearing up for our 2011 School 
of Christian Mission.  You do not want to miss it this year.  We will be at a new location.  We have an exciting theme.  We 
have dynamic study leaders, and we are expecting our UMW students to show up ready and willing to learn.  At the School 
of Christian Mission there will be an opportunity to get an in-depth study into a spiritual growth subject.  We will do lots of 
singing and there will be a geographical study on Haiti.  How awesome is that!?
	 Looking for programming ideas for your district or local unit?  This is the place to be.  There will be ample pieces to 
gather that can be used for future programs.  Come and discover a great litany for an upcoming devotion.  Grab a portion from 
a study that will work nicely during a LUV visit.  Look at the many displays that can be replicated for a local presentation.  Jot 
down some notes that will liven up a unit discussion.  Come, bring your sister friends but also plan to make new ones once you 
arrive.
	 As we prepare to move into a new season, let’s prepare to move along in our spiritual journey.  A trip to the 2011 
School of Christian Mission is sure to help with this transformation.  I look forward to seeing you there.

	 The School of Christian Mission is one of the very best events planned by United Methodist Women every year.   
Open to all UMW, School of Christian Mission offers a time of learning, fellowship, and renewal.  
     Each year there is a geographic study that takes us to countries that many of us will not be able to visit.  The next two years 
we will learn more about Haiti: Challenges and Hopes.  This topic was chosen several years ago, but is even more pertinent 
now in the post-earthquake recovery time.  Most of our class leaders have been to Haiti and will have up-to-date experiences 
to share with you.  
     If you did not have a chance to take the Joy to the World: Mission in the Age of Global Christianity class last year, you may 
decide to choose this class.  This class teaches a greater understanding of  God’s mission and how we are God’s instruments 
in the work of mission.  You will also learn about the history of mission and mission in the United Methodist Church.  It is a 
class rich in information and opportunity. 
     We all take the Spiritual Growth Study, “The Journey: Forgiveness, Restorative Justice, Reconciliation.”  This spiritual 
growth study focuses on the redemptive power of forgiveness and takes restorative justice from spiritual concept to tangible 
life skill.  Dr. Mark Sills will speak about Immigration during the Saturday night session.  
     Social Action opportunities are inherent in each of these studies and I hope you will all take advantage of this “BEST 
DEAL” of the summer.  See you at Pfeiffer University in July!	

 Social Action - Martha Phillips
mwphillips@wildblue.net

If you know of a United Methodist Woman that has served on the local, district and conference levels of United 
Methodist Women, you could nominate her for the dedication of the Annual Report Book.  This person will be honored 
at our Conference Annual Meeting in September.  Forms for nominations must be filled out and returned by July 1, 
2011.  You can request forms  by contacting Sherry Sink at 336-882-1736 or email her at sherrysink@gmail.com.

Dedication of Annual Report Book
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Mission, Education and Interpretation - Virginia Robinson
robinsonva62@gmail.com

 Secretary - Ann Aldridge
ahaldridge@charter.net

Treasurer - Julia Willis
jawillis1@aol.com

                         					     Conference Financial Goal-2011
               	   			   			   “To Increase the Number of Local Units
                                   					     Giving in ALL Five Channels of Mission Giving by 10%”

Be SURE your local unit does its part to be included in units contributing to all five channels of mission giving!  During School 
of Christian Mission at Pfeiffer University visit the program resource area to make your Gift to Mission/Gift in Memory card 
purchases.  We will have an ample supply of cards for…
   …new ministers at your church (In Service to Christ)
	 …Birthdays for anyone
		  …Baby births in your family, church or community
			   …Thank You for so many things
				    …Congratulations for graduates, new job, etc.
					     …Peace (a lovely card appropriate for many uses)
Most cards now feature a mission project on the back that is supported by Mission Giving.  These cards are excellent ways to 
introduce non-members to the depth of UMW and our support for women, children and youth around the world. 
					     See you at Pfeiffer!

  

   Birthing kits, health kits, all sorts of kits are being collected again this year for UMCOR! The Western North Carolina United 
Methodist Women are awesome…they answer the call every time they are asked. And what these kits are doing for the women, 
youth and children around the world is phenomenal. We cannot see the results, but we know the kits are assisting those in need 
everywhere!
   This is why we are collecting health kits at the School of Mission at Pfeiffer University in July. I know you are planning 
to come. The grounds will be bustling with women in mission. If you have not ever been to the School, please make plans to 
attend. Coming to the School helps to fulfill Mission Today criteria #10 and bringing health kits fulfills #22 for Mission Today. 
You will be blessed in many ways!
   The items needed for each health kit is listed in yhe box on page 2. Be sure all items are new and that you put nothing extra 
in the kit. It is very time consuming to go through each kit to remove the extras. Packing the kits in a box easy for our ladies 
to handle will be greatly appreciated. An envelope with $2.00 per kit (which takes care of the toothpaste and shipping) may be 
taped to the outside of each box. When you come on campus, look for the Mission Response Center truck. The District Mission 
Coordinators for Education and Interpretation will be at the truck collecting the kits. YOU MAKE MISSION POSSIBLE!
   Bring someone from your unit with you this year. Go back and have a study on your own. Educate your unit about the topics 
you learned. April’s issue of response magazine has articles on reconciliation. Attend your next meeting with a review of one 
of the articles and give a “response Moment”. The unit then fulfills Mission Today criteria #16.
I look forward to seeing you at Pfeiffer University!

	 There are enough commonalities throughout the minutes I have seen that the following reminders bear repeating:
     •According to Robert’s Rules, when minutes are presented, the chair asks if there are corrections or additions to the minutes.  
Then the chair states that the minutes are approved as presented or as corrected (if corrections are needed).  It is not necessary 
to ask for a vote on accepting the minutes.  For those of you who are still putting this information in your minutes, you might 
want to call this reminder to the attention of your presidents.
     •Write your minutes in the third person and in the past tense.  If you as secretary make a report, you should refer to yourself 
as “the secretary” and not “I.”
     •Your minutes are a record of what was discussed at the meeting and any decisions made, not information that was obtained 
at a later time unless the information is clearly marked as follow-up information.
     •Motions must be recorded exactly as stated.  A motion is a formal proposal made by a member of the group, seconded by 
another member, and passed or defeated by a vote.  Use the names of those making motions and those who second them.
	 The School of Christian Mission remains one of the best kept secrets of United Methodist Women.  We are all excited 
about the move to Pfeiffer University, and I encourage you to make the School of Christian Mission a priority.  We all manage 
somehow or other to do the things we make a priority.  
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Program Resources - Kim Keyse

kkeyse@bellsouth.net

 
Membership Nurture and Outreach - Sherry Sink

sherika12754@aol.com

Spiritual Growth - Dixie Tyson 
mtyson7@carolina.rr.com

 

	 What better way to introduce someone to the community of United Methodist Women than by bringing them with 
you to the School of Christian Mission.  Women seek to grow in faith and to understand their involvement in God’s mission 
through prayer, Bible Study, worship, reflection, and interaction with others.  
Women grow through:
--Education about God’s mission (information).
--Education for God’s mission (preparation).
--Education through involvement in God’s mission (action /reflection).
--Education by interaction with others in God’s mission (mutual learning).
( from “United Methodist Women in Mission”-the green book)
	 All this happens at one place that I know of and that’s at the School of Christian Mission.  See you there!

   “Father, forgive them…” Words we have just heard as we walked through the Lenten Season and Easter.  Our Lord prayed 
for those that hurt, humiliated, hated and killed him.  We find this difficult and yet, we want to live as Jesus lived.  At the 
School of Christian Mission in the Spiritual Growth study, we will be studying this very thing. The study book is “The 
Journey – Forgiveness, Restorative Justice and Reconciliation.” Our daily walk is a “journey”.  We encounter many obstacles 
during our daily walk; obstacles of different people with different values and different personalities.  What do we do with 
confrontation, justice and forgiveness?  
   Perhaps you have wounds to prove that you have been involved in conflict.  Wounds that have left scars on your heart. Perhaps 
in your family or in your church there are those with hurt feelings due to conflict.  Our study book asks these questions:  How 
can we live together in a way that we all will flourish?   How can we find healing in our broken relationships?  How can we 
find justice in this world, a justice that heals?  How can we break out of the cycles of injury, retribution and violence?  
   “So if you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave 
your gift there before the altar and go: first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift” (Matthew 
5:23-24).  This study will benefit all of us.  I hope you are planning to attend.  Whether among world leaders, church goers, or 
in our homes, why can’t we live in peace with each other.  This study is relevant for all of us.  I hope to see you there.
   A reminder – If you haven’t made your reservation yet, the Spiritual Growth Retreat is coming up soon.  The date is June 
17-18 at Lake Junaluska.  Registration will be on Friday, June 17 from 2:00 – 5:00.  Registration will be downstairs in the 
Harrell Center.  This is a wonderful time of renewal and fellowship with our sisters and with our God.  The theme is “Peace, 
Popcorn, and Pansies”.  You may register online at www.wnccumw.org for the Retreat.  You may reserve your lodging online 
also or call 1-800-222-4930.
   These are wonderful opportunities for growth and learning.  Our faith is strengthened and our hearts can find peace during 
times of worship.  Let’s share this time of praise and learning together.  

	 I love butterflies…they are beautiful, delicate, vibrant, flitty, diligently replenishing life.  The reason I love  butterflies, 
besides the aforementioned reasons, is that before they become these exquisite creatures, they are worms!! (actually, they’re 
caterpillars)  The transformation is totally amazing!!  Incredible!!  Exciting!!  I am enthralled at the entire mystery:

first  a                ,  curling up into a            emerges as a beautiful 
How awesome is that!!  The process simply astonishes me!  Yet as I marvel at this miracle, my heart warms to know that 
God’s human exquisite creatures are offered the same opportunity to transform through Christ.  We can be made new!!  How 
extraordinary to know that even when we begin as worms, get ourselves all wrapped up in darkness, we can victoriously fly 
free as new creatures through the grace of Christ Jesus!!  What jubilee!!
	 Know what else can make you new?  Attending the School of Christian Mission at Pfeiffer!  Yes, what better way to 
become new or renewed than learning and worshipping at School of Christian Mission?!   I know…READING!!!  Books can 
open your mind and heart, giving you wings to become carriers of love in action!  Who would have thought such simplicity 
could cause such a change!!  
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6 Meet the School of Christian Mission Study Leaders
Spiritual Growth Study:  “The Journey: Forgiveness, Restorative Justice, and Reconciliation”

Dr. Ken Carter
Ken is a native of Georgia, and a graduate of Columbus State University (BS), Duke University (M.Div), University 
of Virginia (MA) and Princeton Theological Seminary (D.Min). Ken has been a delegate to General Conferences 
(2004 and 2008) and has served as president of the Western North Carolina Conference Board of Ordained Ministry 
and as chair of the Western North Carolina Committee on The Episcopacy. He presently chairs the Division of 
Ordained Ministry of the United Methodist Church’s General Board of Higher Education and Ministry. Ken  has 

served as senior pastor of Providence United Methodist Church since 2003 and was just appointed District Superintendent for 
Waynesville District. He is married to Pamela Barrow Carter. They are parents of two daughters: Liz, a graduate student at 
Peking University in Beijing, China, and Abby, a student at Huntingdon College in Montgomery, Alabama. Ken’s hobbies are 
exercise, listening to music, blogging and reading. 

Geographical Study:  “Haiti: Challenges and Hopes”

Rev. Pam Carter
Pam graduated from Wake Forest University and earned a Master of Education and Master of Theology from 
Duke Divinity School. She is married to Dr. Ken Carter and enjoys sewing and decorating in her spare time. Pam 
currently serves as Minister of Visitation and Global Missions Coordinator at Providence UMC.  She has been to 
Haiti over ten times and was there during the earthquake last year.

										        
										          Rev. Kevin Wright
Rev. Kevin Wright is the Minister of Missions at Myers Park United Methodist Church in Charlotte, NC. He 
received his Masters of Divinity degree from Duke Divinity School and has worked on mission projects in over 
seven countries including Haiti. In his spare time he likes to read, watch college basketball, and run with his dog, 
Ambrose.

Gail Beisiegle
Gail Beisiegle and her husband, Al, are members of Blair Road United Methodist Church in Mint Hill where they 
serve as coordinators of the Room in the Inn Ministry that houses homeless guests during the cold winter months. 
Answering God’s call into further ministry, they have spent the last eight years in mission with the ecumenically-
based St. Joseph’s Family in Haiti which is comprised of  two homes for street boys and child slaves and a third for 
mentally and physically challenged children and young adults.  She has worked with faculty and students at Lekol 

sen Trinite, a free school founded for the poorest of the poor in Jacmel, Haiti by St. Joseph’s Family.        
    
										          Giuseppina Avita
Giuseppina Lauretano Avitia (Giusy) was born in El Paso, Texas. She graduated from the University of El Paso 
in Texas with a Bachelors in Interdisciplinary Studies, Bilingual Education; and from Sul Ross State University 
with a Masters in Educational Administration.  Giusy was an elementary teacher for 11 years. Her husband, Rev. 
Edgar Avitia, is the Executive Secretary for Latin America and the Caribbean for the General Board of Global 
Ministries.  They have a son, a daughter and two grandchildren. Giusy is currently Program Associate for Mission 
Relationships and Mission Education at the General Board of Global Ministries where, among other things, she organizes the 
Mission Travel Study.  

         Martha Phillips
Martha is a member of Pine Grove UMC in Avery County and a retired Physical Therapist. She has had opportunities 
for international travel to China, Tibet, Peru, Egypt , Russia and Europe. An Ubuntu Journey to Cambodia in 2006 
really awakened Martha to the international work of UMW. She traveled to Haiti with a Medical Mission Team 
in April this year.  Martha lives in a multigenerational home with a daughter, son-in-law and 3 grandsons,  but 

frequently visits  another daughter and son-in-law who are both ordained United Methodist pastors.

											           Janice Lentz
Janice is a member of Taylorsville First UMC and a retired school librarian who loves Volunteer In Mission trips and 
spending time at the beach with her grandchildren.  She traveled to Haiti with the General Board of Global Missions 
Study Team last November.  Janice currently serves as Communications Coordinator for the conference UMW.

 



Social Issue Study:  “Joy to the World: Mission in the Age of Global Chrisitanity”

Dixie Tyson
Dixie is retired from the Union County Chapter of the American Red Cross where she was Director of Emergency 
Services.  She currently serves as the Spiritual Growth Coordinator for our conference UMW.  She is a certified Lay 
Speaker, Associate Lay Leader for the Albemarle District, and serves on the Conference Committee of Investigations.  
She formerly served as the Albemarle District UMW President.  Dixie and her husband, Mitch, are VIM volunteers 

and have made several trips to Nicaragua.  They have one dog, Drummer,15 years old.
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One Day Overview Leaders: 
 
“The Journey: Forgiveness, Restorative Justice and Reconciliation” - Sandy Hieronymus
Sandy is a native of Kentucky and a life-long Methodist.  For over twenty years, Sandy was a Pre-K teacher at a 
United Methodist church.  She is a certified lay speaker and has held various offices in the United Methodist Church 
and United Methodist Women on the local, district and conference levels.  Sandy currently serves as the UMW 
Scholarship Chair and on the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry. Sandy enjoys teaching all ages.  In her free time, she 
likes reading, arts and crafts, and being a “beach bum”.  She believes the greatest gift we can give our children is to give them 
God.  She and her husband, Gerry, have three grown sons, a daughter-in-law, and granddaughter.

“Haiti: Challenges and Hopes” - Sherry Sink
For the past 14 years, Sherry has served in local, district, and conference offices of United Methodist Women.  She 
has taught the teen class at the School of Christian Mission for the past 4 years, served as Chairperson of the Public 
Education Committee for 3 years, chair person of the Scholarship Committee one year,  and is currently serving as 

Membership Nurture and Outreach mission coordinator for the conference.

Workshop for Leaders of Children - Lynda Hepler
Rev. Lynda C. Hepler is the Minister of Children and Families at Memorial United Methodist Church in Thomasville, 
NC.  She was commissioned as a Provisional Deacon by  the WNCC Annual Conference in 2010. A native of 
Asheboro, she has a BFA in Studio Art from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro and a Master’s of 
Christian Education degree specializing in Children’s Ministry from Pfeiffer University. Lynda is an accredited Godly 
Play teacher and has worked with children’s ministry for the past 15 years. She is married to Philip L. Hepler, and they 
have two beautiful girls, Paige and Payton.

Leader for Teen Women Mission Day (Saturday only) - Anna Bottoms
Anna  currently serves as the Mission Education & Interpretation Coordinator  for the North Wilkesboro District and 
is the Choir Director/Pianist in her church. Anna and husband, Mark, married 31 years, live in Lenoir and have 3 
children; Caroline, Stephen, and Julie.  Her greatest joy and reward is to serve others.

Music Leaders
											           Amy Johnson
Amy and her husband, Paul, live in Tobaccoville.  They have one daughter and grandson, Dylan.  Amy is the 
Administrative Assistant to the Winston-Salem District Superintendent.  Working in the District Church Office has 
allowed Amy to merge her love of secretarial work with her love for the Church.  She is a member of the nominations 
committee of the SEJ Leadership Team.

Donna Ireland
Donna and husband, Jacky, have two children and two grandchildren.  She is a member of Harmony Grove UMC 
in Lewisville where she serves as the Youth coordinator and organist.  Since retiring from teaching, Donna has 
participated in mission trips to Arizona (Navajo Indians) and South Dakota (Lakota Indians).

 

Logo Interpretation – All Things Made New: The main focus of this logo is the cross of Jesus Christ.  With 
Christ at the center of our lives, we are redeemed into a life that is NEW.  The old has passed away.  The 
green vine entwined “NEW” speaks to growth and eternal life.  The butterfly represents resurrection into 
this new life in Christ.  The invitation to new life is offered to everyone; the red in the word ALL brings 
this fact to our attention.  Its bold color reinforces that the invitation is not limited to a few… Christ makes 
ALL things NEW… our hopes, our dreams, our lives. Christ invites ALL to be in relationship with Him…
to have new life.
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Purpose of United Methodist Women
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community 

of women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience freedom 
as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive 
fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in 

the global ministries of the church.

Upcoming Dates

June 17-18
Spiritual Growth Retreat, Lake Junaluska

June 25-28
Regional School for Conference Officers & Study Leaders,

Ferrum College, VA
July 14-17

School of Christian Mission, Pfeiffer University
August 6-7

Executive Committee, Brooks-Howell, Asheville
September 9-11

Annual Meeting, Lake Junaluska
October 8

District Officer Training, First Conover

 



Disasters continue around the world, affecting women, children and youth. We must answer the call to 
mission. UMCOR has again expressed an urgent need for Health Kits.  Encourage others in your local unit 
and congregation to participate...even if they cannot attend the School of Christian Mission.  We will deliver 
the health kits to our conference Mission Response Center for shipment to the UMCOR Sager Brown Depot. 
Participating in this Hands-On Mission Opportunity will help your local unit to meet Mission Today criteria #22.  
Information about our School of Christian Mission is available on our website at www.wnccumw.org.  
  

Health kits provide basic necessities to people who have been forced to leave their homes because 
of human conflict or natural disaster. Health kits are also used as learning tools in personal hygiene, 
literacy, nutrition and cooking classes. When people gain the knowledge and materials to maintain 
personal hygiene, their overall health improves. 

 

UMCOR Health Kit Contents:  
 

Place the following NEW items inside a sealed one-gallon plastic bag. 
 

 1 hand towel (15" x 25" up to 17" x 27", no kitchen towels) 
 1 washcloth 
 1 comb (large and sturdy, not pocket-sized) 
 1 nail file or fingernail clippers (no emery boards or toenail clippers) 
 1 bath-size bar of soap (3 oz. and up) 
 1 toothbrush (single brushes only in original wrapper, no child-size brushes) 
 6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages 

 

In a separate envelope, please include a check payable to UMCOR Sager Brown for at least $2.00 per 
kit to help with the costs of buying one tube of toothpaste, and the costs of processing and shipping 
the kits around the world. Please do not put the money envelope in your UMCOR Health Kit bag.  
 

If you are bringing multiple kits, it is fine to just write one check in an amount sufficient to cover all of your kits. 
If your whole unit is collecting the kits, it will be okay to collect the money and put it all in one envelope to be 
turned in when you drop off your kits at the School of Christian Mission. (NOTE: UMCOR is now purchasing 
toothpaste in bulk to be added to health kits before shipping to ensure that the product does not expire before 
it is sent.) 
 

If at all possible, please pack your kits in a box that can be handled easily by our women and write the total 
number of kits on the side of the box. (Paper case boxes are a nice size.) We are trying to make it as easy as 
possible to collect, count and transport our Health Kits. 
 

Important Kit Assembly Information: 
 

 All items included in kits must be NEW items.  
 All emergency kits are carefully planned to make them usable in the greatest number of situations. 

Since strict rules often govern product entry into international countries, It is important that kits 
contain only the requested items - nothing more.  

 Do NOT include any personal notes, money or additional materials in the kits. These things 
must be painstakingly removed and will delay the shipment. 

 Please do not include any religious, political or patriotic notes or emblems in any kit. 
 

Thank you for your generous support of our hands-on mission opportunity! 

UMCOR Health Kits 

Western North Carolina Conference 

Hands-On Mission Opportunity 
School of Christian Mission 
July 14-17, 2011, Pfeiffer University (Misenheimer Campus) 









 

ONEONEONE---DAY OVERVIEW STUDIES:DAY OVERVIEW STUDIES:DAY OVERVIEW STUDIES:   
 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH:  The Journey: Forgiveness, Restor ative Justice, and ReconciliationSPIRITUAL GROWTH:  The Journey: Forgiveness, Restor ative Justice, and Reconciliation 
 

                                                  Leader:  Leader:  Sandy Hieronymus   
 

GEOGRAPHICAL MISSION STUDY:  Haiti: Challenges & Ho pesGEOGRAPHICAL MISSION STUDY:  Haiti: Challenges & Ho pes   
  

Leader:  Leader:  Sherry Sink   
********************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

      
     Logo Interpretation – All Things Made New:  The main focus of this logo is 
the cross  of Jesus Christ.  With Christ at the center of our lives, we are redeemed 
into a life that is NEW.  The old has passed away.  The green vine entwined 
“NEW” speaks to growth and eternal life.  The butterfly represents resurrection 
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in the word All brings this fact to our attention.  Its bold color reinforces that the 
invitation is not limited to a few… Christ makes ALL things NEW … our hopes, 
our  dreams,  our lives.  Christ invites ALL to be in relationship with Him…… … 
to have new life.  

  

WORKSHOP FOR LEADERS OF CHILDRENWORKSHOP FOR LEADERS OF CHILDREN   
  

Leader: Lynda Hepler                                         Session Time:  4:15pm Friday only 
 
 

         ******SPECIAL INVITATION TO TEEN WOMEN************SPECIAL INVITATION TO TEEN WOMEN******   
  

Teen Women  Mission DayTeen Women  Mission Day   
 

Leader: Anna Bottoms            Session Time:    Sa turday Only  – 10:00am- 4:00pm 
 
**************************************************************************************************************** 

Music Leaders:  Music Leaders:  Amy Johnson & Donna Ireland     
  

Media Persons:  Media Persons:  Linda Reep, Lynne Gilbert, Sara Wil liams   

 

COME BE A PART OF THIS YEAR’S CONFERENCE  COME BE A PART OF THIS YEAR’S CONFERENCE    
SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN MISSION!!! SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN MISSION!!!   

 

Come full-time or come to the one-day overview (s),  you will be glad you came!!! 
 

Full-time Students can look forward to……………... 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT ——  DISTRICT GATHERINGS    
(Tables will be marked so Districts can sit and eat  together on Friday night.) 

 
SATURDAY NIGHT—FELLOWSHIP TIME 

 
REGISTRATION for the 2011 School of Christian Mission begins  

Thursday, July 14, at 2:00pm—5:00pm in STOKES CENTE R 
 

REMEMBER REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS JUNE 15, 2011!!  ALL REGISTATIONS 
MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN JUNE 15, 2011. 



REGISTRATION REGISTRATION --  2011 Western NC Conference School of Christian Miss ion  2011 Western NC Conference School of Christian Miss ion    
  
 

(    ) Resident Student – Double Room                             (    ) Resident Student - Private Room              
 
(    ) Non-Resident Student                                             (    ) Teen Women Event – Saturday Only 
 
(    ) One Day Overview Student  (Day (s) Attending:_______________________________________)     
 
 
Age Level:   (    ) Youth   (    )  18 - 29  (   ) 30 - 39  (    ) 40 - 49  (   ) 50 - 59  (    )   60 & over 
 
 
 
Church  ___________________________________ District: _________________________________ 
       
 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________         (    ) Female   (    ) Male 
                           (Name for name tag)                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                             First Timer?   (    ) Yes    
                                                                      
Address:  __________________________________________________________________________ 
                                 Street, P. O. Box                                    City                        State             Zip 
 
 
Telephone :  (     )______________________________________ Email:  ________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Roommate: __________________________________________________________________________(Must  be sent in together!)    
      
 
In case of Emergency, contact: Name:                                                                      Telephone:  (    )                                                        
 
 
Special Housing/Classroom Needs (please be specific): 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Resident & NonResident & Non   Resident Students which Mission Study do you prefer ?   Resident Students which Mission Study do you prefer ?     
  

    (      ) Haiti —Geographical Study           or               (      ) Joy to the World: Mission in the Age of  
                                                                                           Global Christianity—Social Action Study 

 

OneOne--Day Overview Students which Mission Study do you pr efer?Day Overview Students which Mission Study do you pr efer?   
  

(     ) Haiti —Geographical Study                                or                       (      ) Spiritual Growth Study 
 

Workshop for Children’s Leaders:Workshop for Children’s Leaders:                                       (        ) I plan to attend this workshop. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY—-Are you a ...  (    ) Conference Officer             (    ) District Officer  

            
(     ) Local Officer         (    ) Unit/Circle Member    (    ) UMW Stipend Recipient                       (    ) Mission Personnel    
 
(    )  Deaconess           (    ) Clergy                         (    ) School Study Leader     

 

 

Make Checks payable to:  UMW School of Christian Mission 
Mail Check and Registration form to:  Peggy Wilkerson,  4678 Diamond Street, Claremont NC  28610 

Please check if you would like to help at the School of Christian Mission as a:      
 
(    ) Golf Cart Driver  
 
(    )  Class Secretary    (Taking roll in classes each day and turning in the roster at the end  of the school.) 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

Date __________ 
 

Reg # __________ 
 

Ck # __________ 
 

Amt __________ 



GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

REFUNDS:  There  will be no refunds without  at least 7 days notice. ($25.00 of Resident Fee is  
not refundable.) 
 

HOUSING:  HOUSING WILL BE IN COLLEGE DORMITORIES.   Bring  bed  linens, including a  
light  blanket,  pillow,  towels,  clothes  hangers,  grooming  items, bathrobe, study lamp and any 
other items  you feel necessary for your comfort away from home. (Wireless internet is available  
all over the campus.)  
 

LINENS:  There will be no linen rental at this year’s school. 
 

SPECIAL NEEDS:   If  you  have  any  physical  conditions that require consideration in room or  
classroom  assignment,  please  explain  on  registration  form  or  on  separate  sheet  of paper  
stapled to your form.  NO CHILDCARE AVAILABLE. 
 

YOUTH:  For  youth participants, there are covenant and consent forms that must be completed  
to  accompany  the  basic  registration form.  Those forms are available from the school officers, 
district  presidents,  and  our  conference  website  at www.wnccumw.org.  There will be a youth  
curfew  in  effect at 11:30pm.   Youth  who are registered for the entire school may participate in  
the Teen Day Mission Event on Saturday at no extra charge. 
 

CLASSES :  The  Spiritual  Growth  Study,  The Journey:  Forgiveness,  Restorative Justice, and  
Reconciliation,  will  be offered  to  everyone. Please  choose  one of the other courses for more  
intensive  study.  Bring  Bibles, pencils, paper, etc.  Textbooks will be available from the Mission  
Resource   Center  in  early   spring,  at   all  Conference  events  prior  to  the  school and in the  
Resource Room during the school.  
 

CEU’s :  Continuing Education Units will be offered if requirements are met. 
 

NURSE: Due  to  liability  issues,  there  will  not  be  a  nurse  on  campus.   A first aid kit will be  
available in the Dean’s Office. 
 

SECURITY:  Dial  911  in case  of an  emergency!!!! !  This will connect you  to  the  Village  
Police of Misenheimer. 
************************************************************************************************************* 

Registration deadline June 15, 2011 All  Students must pre-register!!!!  
 

There will be no on-site registration.  All registr ations must be postmarked by  
June 15, 2011!!!! 

**************************************************************************************************** 
SCHOOL OFFICERS 

 

DEAN                ASSISTANT DEAN  
Karen Wilkerson                        Sandrea Will iamson  
2829 17th Avenue SE                                                        6024 Tamannary Drive 
Newton NC 28658                     Greensboro NC 2 7455  
(828) 217-4725                                                           (336) 282-0807 
karen1191@charter.net                         sandr ea@ncat.edu 
   
BUSINESS MANAGER                                   HOUSING MANAGER  
Peggy Wilkerson                        Dianne Beam 
4578 Diamond Street                                                                                            12517 Stumptown Road 
Claremont NC 28610                                H untersville NC 28078 
(828) 459-7755                                                                                                          (704) 996-1744 
peggylwilkerson@charter.net                                            dbeam@wnccumc.org 

 

Please be in prayer for this year’s School of Chris tian Mission!! 
Change is never easy but sometimes necessary for us  to grow and learn new things.  

Your School Officers and the School Committee are c ommitted to making the 
 2011 School of Christian Mission the best it can b e.  

 We hope to see you there!!!! 


